Ability of enzyme-linked immunosorbent assays to detect early immunoglobulin G antibodies to Toxoplasma gondii.
Two ELISA procedures, one using sonicated antigen coated with carbonate buffer and the other formalin fixed trophozoites with dry coating, differ in their ability to detect early antibodies in toxoplasmosis. In order to identify factors responsible for this difference, seven ELISA systems differing from each other in antigen used and/or coating procedure were compared. Both fixation of the trophozoites with formalin and air-drying of the antigen in the microtiterplate were important factors determining the ability of the assay to detect IgG antibodies in the early stage of infection. Differences in the results of the two ELISA procedures can be used to distinguish between the acute and chronic stages of infection.